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The City of Everett is striving to improve safety and 
provide comfortable biking and walking networks all 
around Everett as part of its Bicycle Master Plan and 
Climate Action Plan. The City was awarded funding for 
the design phase of the Active Connections: California 
Street project between Broadway and US 2. The goal 
of the Active Connections: California Street project is to 
improve safety, providing a comfortable bike connection 
between downtown Everett and the US 2 trail.

IDENTIFYING ALTERNATIVES 
The first phase of the Active Connections: California 
Street project is to identify the recommended routing 
of the project corridor, and the recommended base 
section and bike facility type for California Street between 
Broadway and Pine Street. Some elements of the project 
will be similar, independent of the recommended route 
or section that is selected by the City for the project, 
including sidewalks, and the connection between the 
intersection of Maple and Hewitt and the US 2 trail.

California Street Sections Alternatives
A total of fifteen preliminary alternatives were developed 
to analyze the opportunities for providing multi-modal 
facilities for the corridor. The multi-modal facilities evaluated 
for the corridor included traditional and buffered bike 
lanes, cycle tracks, multi-use paths, shared lanes, and 
bike boulevards. These alternatives included options for 
providing on-street parking to varying degrees, including 
no parking, parallel parking, and angled parking. After 
discussions between the City and the design team, 
five of the most feasible options were presented to the 
public, through an online open house, for evaluation. 
The five sections options are:

 Ҙ Option A, North side two-way cycle track, angled parking

 Ҙ Option B, North side two-way cycle 
track, parallel parking

 Ҙ Option C, South side two-way cycle 
track, parallel parking

 Ҙ Option D, Buffered one-way bike 
lanes behind parallel parking

 Ҙ Option E, One-way bike lanes with 
curb-side parallel parking

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Existing bike facilities at US 2 trail
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California Street to US 2 
Trail Route Alternatives
The project corridor connects Broadway with the US 
2 trail, using California Street. California Street does 
not directly connect to the US 2 trail and, therefore, 
a north-to-south connection must be made between 
bicycle facilities on California Street and Hewitt Avenue 
to connect cyclists with the US 2 trail. All routes west of 
Pine Street were discarded from consideration for the 
final recommended route because of the longer use of 
Hewitt Avenue which would be required of cyclists if any 
north-south connection was made west of Pine Street. 
Three feasible routes were presented to the public, 
through the online open house. The route options are:

 Ҙ Maple Street between California 
Street and Hewitt Avenue

 Ҙ Pine Street between California Street and Hewitt Avenue

 Ҙ Pine Street from California Street to a midblock 
alleyway and then Maple Street to Hewitt Avenue

ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS
The design team evaluated several engineering aspects 
of the alternative section options and routes, including 
safety and comfort, intersection design, traffic impacts, 
drainage and landscaping, parking interaction and 
impact, impact to adjacent development, relative 
cost and complexity of implementation, and future 
compatibility with extensions of the Bicycle Master Plan. 
The public was also offered the opportunity, over an 
eight week period, to respond to an online survey to 
express their preferences and support for the evaluation 
criteria to differentiate between the alternatives.

EVAUATING A  
RECOMMENDED ALTERNATIVE
The design team prepared two different methodologies for 
evaluating a recommended alternative. Each methodology 
compares the alternatives against several criteria and 
generates a score that can be used to rank the alternatives. 
The design team did not initially weight the scoring.
Based on the unweighted scoring,  
the recommended section and route are:

 Ҙ Option A, North side two-way cycle track, angled parking

 Ҙ Pine Street between California Street and Hewitt Avenue

SELECTING A  
RECOMMENDED ALTERNATIVE
The City and the design team evaluated several 
weighting concepts for scoring and concluded that, 
regardless of weighting of other categories, the safety 
and engineering advantages of Option A make it the 
final recommended alternative for California Street.
The Pine Street route had advantages over 
other routes among nearly all criteria and is 
the recommended route alternative.
The design team will move to the 30% design level with the 
recommended alternatives, developing more details for:

 Ҙ Sidewalk designs and layouts

 Ҙ Signal modifications

 Ҙ Intersection details

 Ҙ Improvements to the underpass of I-5 and 
the direct access to the US 2 trail

 Ҙ Traffic calming, crossing improvements and 
other California Street enhancements

Option A: Two-way cycle track with angled parking

Recommended Alternatives 
for the Active Connections: 
California Street project

Pine Street Route
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